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On Aug. 26, Sen. Fernando Botero introduced legislation aimed at strengthening penalties for
kidnapping. The proposal was accompanied by a petition of support signed by more than one
million Colombian citizens. Deputy Maria Cristina Ocampo introduced a similar measure in the
Chamber of Deputies. At present, the maximum sentence for convicted kidnappers is 16 years
incarceration. Under the new proposals, the maximum would be increased to 25 years. Also, new
controls on negotiations with kidnappers and ransom payments would be imposed. According to
Magdalena Pabon, director of the Fundacion Pais Libre (FPL), a total of 7,453 people have been
kidnapped since 1933. There were 528 abductions between 1970 and 1979, compared to 2,117
between 1980 and 1989. During 1990 and 1991, the number of abductions has averaged more than
1,700 people per year. The FPL study indicated that 85% of abduction victims are male; 80% come
from the middle class; the majority of abductions are perpetrated by rebel groups while about 10%
are committed by common criminals, 3% by drug traffickers and 1% by former government security
agents. The legislative proposal, based on an FPL study, indicates that the four main reasons for
the dramatic increase in the rate of abductions are the general lack of confidence in the ability of
authorities to rescue the victims and protect them from reprisals; absence of laws which consistently
punish kidnappers and their accomplices; lack of controls on the negotiation and payment of
ransom; and lack of public awareness campaigns for preventing abductions. (Source: Agence
France-Presse, 08/26/92)
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